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QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 

OCTOBER 2020 

Special Olympics Brisbane Club 

Hello everyone, 

Welcome to our long-awaited newsletter, it’s been a very busy and usual time over the last 6 months.  When the 

COVID restrictions started, so too did the new SOB committee. We did not get to physically meet for 5 months 

only via online meetings which was challenging when everyone was so new, not to mention the paperwork!!   

Firstly, I’d like to acknowledge and thank the outgoing committee, Keith Brown (Chair), Kim Lawley (Sports 

Coordinator), Kerri Favarato (fundraising extraordinaire) and Tammy Favarato (Secretary) for all their amazing 

work and commitment over the previous year. 

It’s a whole new committee to a large extent and we have found our feet and have been pursing some great 

outcomes.  So, I’d like to introduce you to Martina - Vice Chair, Dan - Sports Coordinator, Steven - Treasurer, 

Nidhi - Membership Officer, Bismillah - Projects, Emma - Fundraising, Emily - Secretary and finally Stephen 

Lawley our longest service committee member who provides a wealth of historical knowledge and is the Brisbane 

club Athlete Representative (we will be profiling Stephen in this edition). 

Another change will be the newsletter becoming a quarterly edition due to the amount of work that goes into 

maintaining the existing Facebook and Instagram accounts.  We aim to make sure the newsletter is full of 

interesting events and information. We are also open to any ideas regarding what you’d like to see more of in the 

newsletter so please contact Emily our new secretary via email. Brisbane.secretary@specialolympics.com.au  

Kind regards, 
 
Vicki Godfrey 
Chair - Special Olympics Brisbane Club 

Message From The Chair 

2021 registration for athletes are now open! To register, current members and families will receive an online link 

to facilitate a quick and simple registration process.. All new athletes will be requested to complete induction 

documents inclusive of a medical form which must be signed by a medical practitioner. 2020 has been 

unprecedented and due to recent events, Special Olympics have included a discount for all athletes that paid 

their registration fees in full for 2020. the 2021 registration/renewal will involve four categories: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following amendments will also be made to the 2021 renewal process: 

1. The Code of Conduct and risk waiver will  not need to be physically signed by the athlete or volunteer. They 

will check a box with registration to confirm they accept the terms and abide by the code.  

2. Athletes will need to complete a medical check if their last one was done before 1st Jan, 2017. 

The committee aims to continue the registration process with the assumption that sports will return back as 

normal. If you have further questions, please check the frequently asked questions (FAQs) or email your query to 

Nidhi at brisbane.membership@specialolympics.com.au .  

2021 Athlete Registration Fee 
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Hi my name is Stephen Lawley for those that do not know me and I 
am the Athlete Representative for the Brisbane Club Leadership 
Team (LT). In this role I aim to represent athletes in the Brisbane 
Club region, and do this by: 

• listening to and talking with athletes to find out there views and 
ideas about Special Olympics Australia and the direction of the Club 

• attending Club LT meetings and contributing to the decision 
making process by representing the views of the athlete 

• Liaising with the Athlete Leadership Program Coordinator 
regarding further professional development 

• Overseeing compliance with the SOA code of conduct by all 
members of the Club and   

• Working with the committee to make sure the club is compliant 
with all WH&S legislation and SOA WH&S Policy 

If you have any questions or would like me to follow up with any 
ideas or concerns you may have, then please contact me via email 
on brisbane.athleterep@specialolympics.com.au 

Anything sent to me will remain confidential and any issues handled discretely. If I feel the committee chairperson 

needs to know I’ll ask for your permission if I can pass it onto them. 

If you would like to share your story with the Brisbane Club, please email Martina at 

brisbane.vicechair@specialolympics.com.au. 

Athlete Representative | Stephen Lawley 

After numerous attempts and postponements, a 
committee-run Coaches Workshop was held in early 
August. There was a fantastic turnout of coaches from 7 
different sports, as well as members from SOB, SOQ and 
SOA. The event included lively discussions, team building 
and renewed enthusiasm for the return to sport and 

Coaches Workshop  

One of the outcomes of the coaches' workshop held in 
August was the need for more volunteers to assist coaches 
in delivering their sporting program, which in turn 
will support future growth. A subcommittee of SOB 
committee members was set up and with the assistance 
from SOA, position description (PD) were provided, for 
those generic roles without a PD we developed them.  After 
consultations with Coaches and Coordinators we developed 
PD's and a table of generic roles to fill.  To add greater 
value to the potential volunteer and eventually our athletes, 
personal attributes and employability skills were 
highlighted.   This table of roles has been sent to 
approximately 30 people that registered their interest 
through an SOA campaign run earlier this year. From here 
we will aim to engage interested people, connect them to 
coaches for further discussions and if they seem like the 
right fit, we will commence the process of registering them 
as SO volunteers. 

Recruitment Drive—Volunteer Roles to support 

our Sports Programs 

Very soon we will be recruiting for coaches, assistance coaches, this process should start soon due to all the 
great input from coaches and coordinators.  A huge thank you for all the work undertaken by all those in-
volved in this process, here's hoping we get volunteers who will commit long term and add great value to our 
sporting and club programs! 

mailto:brisbane.athleterep@specialolympics.com.au
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With the recent ease of 

restrictions across Brisbane, it 

has provided an opportunity for 

our teams to return back to 

training.  With the excitement, 

we’ve shared a few photos 

above of our teams thrilled to be 

back in the action. These teams 

include the Ten Pin Bowling 

crew, Footy and bocce teams 

enjoying their time  with each 

other.  

Return to Sports 

A huge thank you to Law Enforcement Torch Run 
(LETR) for the donation of hygiene kits to support our 
athletes, coaches and volunteers to get back to 
playing sports again once restrictions where eased. 
These donations have made a huge difference and we 
are very grateful for LETR’s continued support of all of 
us involved in Special Olympics.  THANKYOU!!!  

2020 Community Chest campaign was held from 8 
July to 28 July with 1,400 IGA stores across the 
country participating in the campaign. COVID-19 
had an impact, however, that did not act as a 
deterrent for Clubs from across the country 
participating in the campaign and here are some of 
the activations that our athletes took part to build 
local engagement.  

Stephen Lawley, athlete representative in the 
Queensland State committee visited the IGA store 
in Boondall and thanked the manager for their 
support of Special Olympics.  

The 2020 Community Chest campaign was a 
tremendous success with more than $220,000 
raised during this year’s campaign.  

A special thank you to Stephen and Kim Lawley for 
their efforts to support our Brisbane Community. 
As a result, the Brisbane club will receive $500 
which will provide additional support to the club. 

2020 IGA Community Chest Campaign 
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Recently, a few of our teams have had the opportunity to be 

interviewed for the TV show, Totally Wild. What an exciting experience 

for our athletes to share, once we know when these interviews will go 

to air we will provide updates on our SOB Facebook page.  

Table Tennis 

Charlie Hadwen was interviewed by Jess (Totally Wild Presenter). 
Charlie ‘said though he was nervous he had a nice time talking about 
table tennis with Jess’ and ‘he hopes that by telling people about 
Special Olympics everyone with a Disability can enjoy playing sport.’ 
Charlie liked playing table tennis with Jess and beating him! 

Stuart Gorton felt nervous talking with cameras looking at him but it 

was a happy experience. He enjoyed meeting Jess and his crew who 

made him feel very relaxed and happy. Stuart particularly enjoyed 

playing table tennis with Jess and had a lot of fun showing Jess what 

he has learnt. Stuart said he enjoyed the day with them all.  

Also interviewed by Jess was Joanna Boyce who said ‘she was very 
nervous but Jess was very nice and talked calmly to her which she 
liked’ and Sebastian Walker who said ‘he liked the cameras and 
thought it was great fun that everyone wanted to watch him’.  

Gymnastics 

A few of our gymnast athletes had the opportunity to be interviewed 
also. As shown in the photo at the bottom left of the page, left second 
from right Sinead Skorka-Brennan, Leigh Steflieck (coach) Sophia 
Redgren and on kneeling Andrea Dundas. 

Bocce 

Our Bocce team will also have the opportunity to be interviewed next 
month. We’ll continue to provide updates and would recommend to 
keep an eye out of our Facebook Page.  

Totally Wild Experience 

The Queensland State Games Selection trials will be held in 2021 and for the first time, selection trials will be 

held in both South East Queensland and North Queensland. In Brisbane. Tennis trials will be held at the 

Redcliffe Tennis Centre on the 20th and 21st of March, 2021. With the courts already booked, the singles 

matches will be played on Saturday and the Skills and doubles will be played on the Sunday.  

On the 17th of January, there will be the first tournament in Redcliffe, Moreton region and this will allow the 

athletes to get used to the venue and will allow time to sort any issues should they arise. The second 

tournament will be held on the Gold Coast on the 21st February. All these venues are booked and ready. 

By giving everyone plenty of warning we would like everyone who is registered and competing in March to 

play both the January and February tournaments so we can have the gradings right for March.       

2021 State Games Selection Trials 
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We always welcome additional content in our newsletters. If you have any photos from training or 

competitions please send them through to Emily at brisbane.secretary@specialolympics.com.au. Make 

sure to provide the names of the athletes in the pictures, as well as a short 

explanation so we can share with the Club.  

Remember, we are now on Facebook (Special Olympics Brisbane) and Instagram 

(@specialolympicsbrisbane) - follow us to stay up to date on news and events!  

If you have any queries regarding the content or distribution of this newsletter or 

would like to contribute content, please contact the Secretary.  

Next Newsletter 

As a not-for-profit organisation our fundraising efforts continue throughout the year in order to provide 

more opportunities for our athletes. We will keep you all updated on our fundraising activities and invite 

you to support our athletes by volunteering at our events  

Fundraising and Social Events Updates 

Help us fundraise for the Club all year by taking your eligible containers 

to a registered Containers for Change recycling centre and entering the 

Special Olympics Brisbane Club ID: C10054053. Every container 

counts!  

Containers for Change 

It’s certainly been a year to overcome challenges and think outside the box to come together as a 

community. Due to these unprecedented times, 2020 has not been the biggest year with receiving 

donations with restrictions creating limitations over the last 6 months. We are still committed to celebrate 

with you all and are open to suggestions on how we can come together for our end of year party. If you 

have any suggestions, please feel free to reach out to Emily at 

brisbane.secretary@specialolympics.com.au. Watch this space—the committee will continue to share 

updates on times and venues closer to the event.  

End of Year Celebration 

Don't miss out on your chance to 
win this one of a kind, signed 
Maroons jersey from the 1992 
series.  

Help support Special Olympics 
Brisbane and also be in the 
running for this awesome prize. 
Your can purchase tickets for the 
raffle via the link below.  

https://www.rafflelink.com.au/sob-
maroons-raffle 

State of Origin 1992 Signed Jersey Raffle 

https://www.rafflelink.com.au/sob-maroons-raffle?fbclid=IwAR2129g1JmPSJtxx18hKgI9LW5OS_q5sMuN6czPo5E70Z_COJPsz7-kND4s
https://www.rafflelink.com.au/sob-maroons-raffle?fbclid=IwAR2129g1JmPSJtxx18hKgI9LW5OS_q5sMuN6czPo5E70Z_COJPsz7-kND4s

